
switch to a digital graphics card.
As this is a multimedia monitor, the base

contains speakers from Polk Audio, ported for
better bass frequency response. The stereo
speaker input jack is on the rear of the base.
The stereo audio cable also has a subwoofer
connector.

The display will tilt -5 degrees and +35
degrees, so it can be viewed easily by someone
standing above it. Viewing angle information
was not available from Hewlett-Packard at
press time.

Picture quality was generally very good,
though some flicker was noted in portions of
the test when refresh was set to “optimal.”
Reducing the refresh rate from 85 Hz to 75 Hz
decreased the amount of flicker appreciably.

IBM T55A
From: IBM Canada
Tel: 800-465-7999. http://www.can.ibm.com
Suggested retail price: $2,119

The sleek black finish of the model we looked
at is certainly different from traditional com-
puter beige. It is also also available in pearl
white. The 5 cm (2 in.) bezel surrounding the
screen seems large, however.

The unique controls on this unit are easy to
find and use. They are unobtrusively placed at
the front, directly under the outside edge. A
light touch on any of the buttons produces the
OSD. Settings can be locked or unlocked by
holding a button for 10 seconds.

Screen tilt is -4 degrees and +41 degrees.

Viewing angle was not available from IBM at
press time.

There was noticeable flicker during the full
resolution portion of the test. This was true of
every unit we examined, though, and should
not be a problem under any but the most
demanding uses. Otherwise, the picture was
high quality and suitable for most applica-
tions.

KDS Radius S-3F
From: KDS Canada
Tel: 888-537-9001. http:// www.kdscanada.ca
Estimated street price: $1,502

KDS has produced a monitor with smooth,
futuristic styling. This unit looks great and is
aggressively priced. Speakers are built into the
base, which is removable for mounting on the
wall.

OSD controls are hidden, yet easily accessi-
ble on the right rear of the panel. One touch of
the auto-tune button centered the display.

Viewing angle is typically ±70 degrees hori-
zontally and ±60 degrees vertically. The screen
tilts, but exact specifications were not available
by press time.

While the colours appeared somewhat faded
when we connected this display to a plain PCI
video card, they were brilliant on the test
bench machine, and the picture quality was
very good.

KDS Advance Replacement Express Service
warranty offers customers a replacement unit
directly from the factory in case of problems.

LG 500LC
From: LG Electronics Canada

Tel: 888-542-2623. http://www.lge.ca
Suggested retail price: $1,499

LG Electronics is a major manufacturer of
LCD screens. It is likely that other models we
tested contained LG screens.

The base of the 500LC has a cutout for video
and power cables to pass through on their way
to the interface, which tucks everything away
quite nicely.

User controls are small buttons tastefully
located beneath the front of the screen, out of
the way but still easy to reach and use.

Screen tilt is -5 degrees and +30 degrees.
Viewing angle is ±60 degrees horizontally and
±45 degrees vertically.

There was noticeable flicker during the
demanding full resolution test and at Windows
shutdown, but otherwise picture quality was
very good and for the price, this is a good buy.

NEC MultiSync LCD 1525V
From: NEC Canada
Tel: 800-632-4636. http://www.nectech.com
Estimated street price: $1,549

NEC Technologies is another major manufac-
turer of LCD screens. It is likely that other
models we tested contain NEC screens. This
particular model uses a special space-saving
base, making it an extremely compact unit.

By removing a plastic cover from the rear of
the unit, the video and power cables can be
plugged in. The cover can then be left off or
replaced. While probably not a design consid-
eration, future editions of this arrangement
might allow for wall mounting, if the base
were also removed. This model had the lowest-
sitting mount of the units we tested.

Screen tilt is -5 degrees and +33 degrees.
Viewing angle is ±55 degrees horizontally and
±40 degrees vertically.

The maximum refresh rate of 60 Hz may be
on the low side for some users. The image was
very bright with no discernable errors, though
a bit of flicker was detected. Adjusting the RGB
controls in the OSD made this flicker less
apparent. Overall, this is a high-quality display
for a reasonable price.

Philips 150B
From: Philips Canada
Tel: 800-479-6696. http://www.pcstuff.philips.com
Estimated street price: $1,699

Apple Hewlett-Packard IBM KDS LG Electronics NEC
Studio Display Pavilion FX70 T55A Radius S-3F 500LC MultiSync LCD 1525V

Dimensions (WxHxD) cm 39.9x49x24.9 41.8x39.4x21.7 41.3x38.1x20.4 40.4x38.7x20.3 40.5x36.2x18.2 37x32.5x15.1
Weight (kg) 5.5 8.2 6.5 5.55 5.6 4

Maximum resolution 1,024x768 1,024x768   85 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   60 Hz
Recommended resolution 1,024x768 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   60 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   60 Hz
Pixel pitch (mm) NA 0.297 0.297 0.297 0.3 0.3

Horizontal viewing angle (degrees ±) 60 NA NA 70 60 55
Vertical viewing angle (degrees ±) 45 NA NA 60\55 45 40
Tilt angle down (degrees) 10 5 4 NA 5 5
Tilt angle up (degrees) 45 35 41 NA 30 33

Power consumption (Watts) 35 42 30 30 40 25

Contact 800-538-9696 800-387-3867 800-465-7999 888-537-9001 888-542-2623 800-632-4636
Web site www.apple.ca www.hp.com www.can.ibm.com www.kdscanada.ca www.lge.ca www.nectech.com
Warranty 3 years 1 year 3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years
Price $1,949 SRP $2,237 street $2,119 SRP $1,502 street $1,499 SRP $1,549 ESP

FLAT-PANEL MONITORS



On this monitor, the OSD controls are on the
right side. They include a rotary control that
seems easier to use than buttons, and the man-
ual contains enough instructions to allow
everyone to tune the image to his or her satis-
faction.

The base allows for tilt and swivel, and is
removable for wall mounting with the option-
al wall-mount kit. On the rear is a USB bay for
plugging in an optional USB hub.

Philips offers a 48-hour model-to-model
swap during the first year of the warranty.
During years two and three repairs are made
within five working days.

Screen tilt is -2 degrees and +32 degrees.
Viewing angle is ±75 degrees horizontally and

-50 degrees +55 degrees vertically.
When connected to a PCI video card the

image colours were faded slightly, but during
general use with a newer card, picture quality
was very good and suitable for most applica-
tions.

A more expensive model, the 150P, comes
with multimedia features built in.

Princeton APP520
From: Princeton Graphics
Tel: 800-747-6249. http://www.princetongraphics.com
Suggested retail price: $1,649

Princeton’s APP520 uses a space-saving design,
which is an excellent feature for desktops with
extremely limited space.

Control buttons on the rear of the right side
are easily manipulated. Some minor adjust-
ments were necessary before carrying out the
tests.

Screen tilt is -5 degrees and +27 degrees.
Viewing angle is ±60 degrees horizontally and
±55 degrees vertically.

There was pronounced flicker during some
of the more extreme tests at the monitor’s rec-
ommended refresh rate, and at the Windows
shutdown screen. Lowering the refresh rate to
60 Hz improved this, and adding the software
drivers made no discernable difference.

The APP520 comes with a three-year war-
ranty that includes 48-hour advanced replace-
ment.

Samsung SyncMaster 570S
From: Samsung Canada

Tel: 800-726-7864. www.samsungcanada.com
Suggested retail price: $1,799

Samsung is another major manufacturer of
LCD screens, and it is likely that other models
we tested contain Samsung screens.

You can put the old phone book away with
this model, as this screen can be raised or low-
ered 5 cm (2 in.). The video and power cables
interface with the unit directly in front of the
base. However, this appears to restrict swivel
movement slightly.

Screen tilt is -5 degrees and +20 degrees.
Viewing angle is ±55 degrees horizontally and
±60 degrees vertically.

Control buttons on the bottom front of the
border are easy to see and use. Holding a but-
ton for five seconds locks or unlocks the set-
tings. Picture quality is excellent overall.

Samsung SyncMaster 570P
From: Samsung Canada
Tel: 800-726-7864. http://www.samsungcanada.com
Suggested retail price: $1,999

Phillips Princeton Samsung Samsung Sceptre Tatung Viewsonic
150B APP 520 570 S 570 P ST 15B L5CBS VP151 ViewPanel

40.2x41.8x17.6 38.8x40.6x20 38.5x43.2x17.9 38.5x40.6x17.9 33.9x33.9x12.5 39.8x37.5x19.5 41.6x43.1x23.9
5.5 4.79 5.7 5.7 3.1 4.8 8.5

1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x1,024   60  Hz
1,024x768   60 Hz 1,024x768   75 Hz 1,024x768   60 Hz 1,024x768   60 Hz 1,024x768   70 Hz 1,024x768   60 Hz 1,024x768      60 Hz
0.297 0.297 0.297 0.297 0.29 0.297 0.297

75 60 55 55 40 60 80
50\55 55 60 60 10\30 45\55 80
2 5 5 5 15 0 5
32 27 20 20 15 20 15

38 42 30 36 38 NA 35

800-479-6696 800-747-6249 800-726-7864 800-726-7864 800-788-2878 800-827-2850 800-888-8583
www.pcstuff.phillips.com www.princetongraphics.com www.samsung-monitor.com www.samsung-monitor.com www.sceptre.com www.tatungca.com www.viewsonic.com
3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years
$1,699 ESP $1,649 SRP $1,799 SRP $1,999 SRP $1,649 SRP (converted) $1,499 SRP $2,379 SRP

The future of flat
SyncMaster 150MP takes multimedia to the next level

Alot of lip service has been paid to
“convergence” over the last number
of years, but true convergence tech-

nologies have always seemed to be just
around the corner. We received a pre-pro-
duction LCD monitor from Samsung that
indicates one direction for future conver-
gence appliances.

When it comes to multimedia, the
Samsung SyncMaster 150MP goes a step
further than many of the other monitors
that claim to be  multimedia-ready. In
addition to incorporating stereo audio,
the rear of the 150MP features input for
composite video, S-Video, and an
antenna for off-air television. Though it
also has a built-in tuner, the monitor as a
whole isn’t much larger than standard flat-
panel displays.

A remote control comes with the monitor, and allows
the user to flip between the computer, two different
video signals, and picture-in-picture mode (allowing
users to watch TV while working). Standard on-
screen display controls—like brightness and con-
trast—can also be accessed from across the room via the remote.

The monitor has a tilting base, but can also be mounted on a wall.
The 150MP isn’t available yet, and a few kinks still need to be worked out, but when the device

becomes commercially available (hopefully midway through the year) it’s expected to retail for
$2,499.

—Sean Carruthers
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